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that their seclusion, so far from lessening it, rather increased and concentrated it The women, as a whole, were against the new ways, and undoubtedly they must be reckoned a conservative force. But purdah also, like caste, was gradually giving way before modern conveniences and necessities. The Hindus maintained that it had been borrowed from the Mohammedans and was no necessary part of their system. In any case, I was wrong in supposing it was enforced by men. It was the woman's choice, quite as much as the man's, and a great many years must elapse before the women of India would reconcile themselves to any considerable change. In the woman's view the dignity of the sex was better maintained in the Eastern than in the Western way.
I hazarded the idea that, broadly speaking, Mohammedanism in India corresponded to Protestantism and Hinduism to Catholi-